[Effects of prostaglandin E2 on growth and function of osteoblasts in human cell culture in vitro].
The effects of prostaglandin E 2 (PGE2) on the differentiation and proliferation of osteoblasts (human fetal bone-cells) cultured in serum-free medium were investigated by assays of alkaline phosphatase (ALP) activity, intracellular cyclic AMP level and collagen synthesis in the cells. The results suggested that PGE2 in physiologic concentration stimulated the differentiation of osteoblasts in vitro, and might be involved in bone formation in vivo.